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the Mahratta power; and it should be no less our care to pre- APPENDIX
vent the Mahrattas from governing the territory of the Nizam ^     t   L ^
in the name of a prince elevated to the musnud by their inter-
ference, than to cheek the progress of any hostile attempt which
they might make to extend their dominions at the expense of
the Court of Hyderabad.   It is, therefore, now as necessary
that the succession to the Soobahship of the Deccan should be
settled by the Company's authority as it was in July 1798,

In every view which I am enabled to take of this question,
it continues to appear to me desirable that we should raise
Secunder Jah to the musnud in preference to any of his brothers.
The right of primogeniture is in his favour; his connections are
among those persons best affected towards our interest; he is
the only son of the Nizam who has ever maintained any autho-
rised intercourse with us, or who has ever manifested any desire
to cultivate our friendship. Alee Jah was disposed to connect
his views with those of Tippoo Sooltan. Feridoon Jah has
carried on intrigues in the same quarter; and Jehander Jah has
been suspected of endeavouring to engage the Mahrattas to take
him under their protection.

In favouring the pretensions of Secunder Jah, we must not
overlook what is requisite to the improvement of our connection
with the Court of Hyderabad, and to the establishment of that
connection on a basis of the most solid advantage and of the
most permanent security.

No obligation of treaty binds us to take part in any contested
Succession, arising either from the total silence of the Nizam
respecting his intended successor, or from a disputable declara-
tion of his Highness's intention on the subject. Even in the
case of an unequivocal nomination of a successor by his High-
ness, we should not be bound by the treaty of September 1798,
or by any other obligation, to support that successor against
any rival whose cause might be espoused by the Mahrattas.
Whatever secret or political motives, therefore, may exist to
induce us either to interpose our influence in the settlement of
the succession, or to prefer the pretensions of Secunder Jah, our
faith is not pledged to raise that prince to the musnud, or un-
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